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ASBESTOS — PUBLIC FORUM 
Statement by Member for Mirrabooka  

MS J.M. FREEMAN (Mirrabooka) [12.53 pm]: Exposure to the deadly building product asbestos is a hazard 
that remains in the Western Australian community. Diseases caused by asbestos are debilitating, leading to tragic 
loss of life and impacts on family and friends. A public forum will be held on Tuesday, 25 August, from 6.00 to 
8.30 pm, at the Nollamara Bowling Club to educate people in the Mirrabooka electorate and surrounding suburbs 
on asbestos in the community and how they can minimise their risk. I will be joined by Robert, Simone and 
Rose Marie Vojakovic of the Asbestos Diseases Society of Australia; Simon Millman from Slater and Gordon; 
and Dr Greg Deleuil. 
The Nollamara ALP president, Neil Byrne, who with the branch has organised this important forum, is 
passionate about empowering and encouraging the community to take appropriate actions to eliminate and 
control asbestos risks. It is great to see the local branch working with the community on an issue of lasting 
impact and significance. Many of the houses in the Mirrabooka electorate were built in the 1960s and 1970s and 
contain asbestos, so the negative health risks associated with the breakdown of asbestos, such as mesothelioma, 
lung cancer, asbestosis and diffuse pleural fibrosis, are continuing to manifest. Unfortunately, a number of these 
houses belong to the Department of Housing, making it difficult for tenants to take ownership of the risks with 
which they are faced. On the other hand, a big risk also arises when people renovate their homes themselves and 
in the process cause damage to existing asbestos. Sadly, Australia records more asbestos-related deaths per 
capita than anywhere else in the world. We need to ensure that we understand the risks and to protect ourselves 
from exposure to asbestos fibres.  
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